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About Us

Nelson Davis Television Productions (NDTP) is in the business of producing broadcast television programs and non-broadcast corporate video.  We have a special passion for small business and the entrepreneural spirit as cornerstones in the American way of life.  One example  is the multiple awards winning series "MAKING IT! Minority Success Stories", which has received four Emmy awards as best "Informational/Public Affairs Series."
 

The Making It Institute for the Advancement of Business is a 501-c3, not-for-profit Corporation.  Its clear, bold mission is advancing the very foundations of small business in our underserved communities.  Our programs supply practical and motivational support for existing and aspiring entrepreneurs as well as strong knowledge-sharing opportunities. 

 

 

 

Green Green

By Nelson Davis
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ere was a 1960s pop song from The New Christy Minstrels titled “Green Green” and the lyrics contained the line “It's green they say, on the far side of the hill.” Who’d have thought that over forty years later we'd be struggling to find out what constitutes “green” in the complete environmental sense and wondering how we can get to the far side of that hill?
 
I really want to know how you are viewing the vast and sometimes squishy subject of green practices, sustainability and technology. All across the country there are summit meetings, academic studies and laws being enacted, but do we really know what green is? Getting our minds, arms and business models around it is proving to be a greater challenge than we first thought. What is your company doing in these areas and what do you see as being the best practices?
 
The reason for asking is that at the Making It Institute for the Advancement of Small Business (a 501-c3 Corp.), we are planning a “Superstars of Small Business: Green Technology” event for later this year in our home market, Los Angeles. The format of our signature event is to have very accomplished and knowledgeable business owners (the Superstars) who’ve built their enterprises to $10M gross or more share their knowledge and experiences with others in a small audience environment structured for effective peer-to-peer learning. We plan to have the worlds of finance, marketing, the public sector and academia represented as well. I believe that small business will play an important support role for large businesses and their green initiatives.
 
Since we are in the early planning stages for our one-day “Superstars” event, you can play a valuable part in helping shape the agenda. What are the “must have” topics? Have you seen a breakthrough application or device? Do you know the owner of a growing small business that is blazing a green trail? I’d be delighted if we can explore “the far side of the hill” together. Please share your suggestions and questions with me: nelson@makingittv.com.
Simple Green

By Leslie Caroline
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As gas prices have risen steadily over the past few weeks, it has been one costly reminder of the growing necessity for continued innovation in green technology development.  Yesterday, during my commute to work driving a small SUV, I thought of the unsung heroes of green that we never hear about, yet they may have simple, cost effective solutions that can help solve very large problems.  They are the unsung heroes of green.  People like Jim Meaney, owner of Cansolair, Inc., a company that converts soft drink cans into core heating elements in solar panels that are virtually maintenance free. Jim is just one among a growing army of people seeking sustainable solutions for energy efficiency.  
 

Who supports these ordinary people doing extraordinary things?  Where can these small green businesses go for support? Well, I hope that your company is taking more than just a passing interest in seeking out small businesses that may partner with you in the simple pursuit of green innovations. The upcoming Making It Institute for the Advancement of Business “Superstars of Small Business: Green Technology” program plans to help you. Not only will it provide networking and educational opportunities for entrepreneurs, the one-day event encourages innovation.  The “Superstars” 21st Century model creates an environment for potential collaborations between large and small business, an important part of a green future.
 
Why Do I Have to be Green?

By Kevin Ruter
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With all of this talk about a “green” movement, one has to ask, what’s in it for me? For example, why should I recycle recycled plastic?  Being a college student, going green as a consumer hasn’t yet altered my buying habits in any substantial way, but after doing some research I can definitely see a change coming. I admit that my first question is, "how does green efficiency help me keep more green in my wallet?"
 

Speaking of money, in the film, “Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps”, Gordon Gekko said that “energy is the next bubble.” Although the green firm in the movie took a lot of time and money to get off the ground, it eventually made a major positive difference in the portfolios of investors. In addition to Wall Street’s attention, select colleges such as DeVry and Cal-Berkeley are creating Green education departments for students inclined to environmental and sustainability career choices.
 

So, even for a person in the early 20's demographic, “green” is moving past the fad perception and becoming a way of life for many people. I have seen more solar panels powering houses and commercial buildings.  I just learned that even the Santa Monica Pier Ferris Wheel is now solar powered and has 160,000 LED lights.  And in the Los Angeles Times, there was an article on how Pepsi is planning to make plastic bottles 100% from plants. That’s my kind of green, transparent. In my lifetime, I expect that day will come when green technology doesn’t have to call attention to itself and is just part of everyone’s lifestyle.
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